
 

 

 

FENSTANTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes Parish Council Ordinary Meeting 

held at the Church Centre, Fenstanton on Thursday 10th November 

2022 at 19.00 
 

Present: Cllr P Hayes, Cllr M Hewitt, Cllr P Kent (Chair), Cllr S King, Cllr R McGee (Vice Chair), Cllr A 

Mustill, Cllr C Pitt and Cllr T Yates 

In attendance:  Jo Perez (Clerk) and County Councillor D. Dew 

Minutes 

22/23-114 To receive any apologies of absence and to receive any declarations of 

interest.     

 Apologies received from Cllr S Collinson due to personal commitment, Cllr N 

Ferrier due to travel issue, Cllr G Pryke personal commitment and Cllr P 

Heaford due to personal matter. No apologies received from Cllr A 

Puntambekar. 

    

Comments and observations from members of the public (NB comments should be 

relevant to items on this agenda only)    None present 

       

22/23-115 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 

13th October 2022.     

 Cllr R McGee proposed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 

on Thursday 13th October 2022 were a true record of the meeting. Cllr S King 

2nd, 2 Cllrs abstains as were not at the meeting, All other Cllrs were in 

favour. RESOLVED that the minutes are approved as a true record. 

 

22/23-116 To receive reports from the County and District Council    

 County Cllr D. Dew reported that CCC are currently looking at the budget for 

23/24. Inflation and the cost of energy will see an increase in costs. CCC are 

looking hard at what they will be giving local authorities. Cllr Dew reports 

there are problems in social services following inspections which has led to 

shutdowns. 

He reported currently there are 8 staff members in the LHI team and that all 

privately funded LHI’s are on hold. Cllr Dew agreed a meeting with Sarah 

Conboy (executive leader of HDC) and Derek Crosby would be useful to gauge 

what could be put in place to stop HGVs parking overnight on Cambridge 

Road. 



 

 

Cllr D Dew reported that no further discussions regarding the expansion of 

the Cemetery have been had, but he will arrange to meet with appropriate 

officers to move this forward. 

Cllr D Dew reported that the drains in the Parish are cleared bi-annually and 

were cleared last year, however he felt confident that if reported to CCC, 

blocked drains would be cleared. He will also ask about the enforcement of 

clearing drains by riparian right holders. 

Cllr P Kent raised an issue with dangerous vegetation and tree on Hilton Road 

that he has reported numerous times, Cllr D Dew will request clearance. 

Cllr D Dew advised that there are funds available for families struggling and 

warm hubs are being organised locally. Fenstanton PC are currently 

organising a warm hub and expressed it would be useful to have a 

representative from CCC present to advise what grants are available to 

families. 

Cllr T Yates discussed S106 for the Glebe development and the importance of 

ensuring that Parishioners are consulted and get what they need agreed with 

the developer and HDC before planning is approved.  Cllr T Yates will work on 

a strategy to ensure this happens.  

  

22/23-117 To discuss with Derek Crosby (Cambs Police) possible solutions to the issue 

of HGVs parking overnight on Cambridge Road 

 Unfortunately, Derek Crosby was unable to attend, therefore a Teams 

meeting will be organised as soon as possible to discuss further. Cllrs R 

McGee, S King and C Pitt will attend.  

 

22/23-118 Discuss potential project for Local Highways Initiative 23/24 

 Cllrs discussed possible projects. The possibility of double yellow lines along 

the High Street was discussed, however Cllrs felt that if parking was removed 

from the High Street this would then cause a problem with speeding. County 

Cllr D Dew advised there would be no appetite to remove the speed hump on 

the High Street and a crossing would mean less parking available. Therefore, 

it was felt that the High Street should be left as it is for the time being. Cllrs 

discussed Cambridge Road, improvements to this area are required and once 

the PC has further guidance from Derek Crosby it can look at this again. The 

PC will also consider yellow lines in other areas of the Village. 

 

22/23-119 Discuss Glebe Allotments – next steps 

The lease has been signed and sent to the PC Solicitor. Cllr R McGee has the 

information for each plot holder including photographs of the plot and this has been 

loaded onto parish online. The Clerk will contact the solicitor to ensure the land is 

ploughed within 30 days following execution of the Lease Agreement. Cllrs R McGee 

and S. King will oversee and arrange quotations for fencing and a new sign. 

RESOLVED that Cllrs R McGee and S King will oversee. 

 

22/23-120 Discuss Stanwick Airspace Improvement (Luton) following complaint from a 

resident 



 

 

 The Clerk received a noise complaint about the planes flying overhead following the 

Stanwick Airspace Improvement Programme. The Parish Council did not oppose the 

programme during the initial consultation phase. The Clerk and Cllrs have not 

received other complaints. The implementation of the programme is now in its final 

stage. Cllrs suggest that the resident follows the complaints procedure that the Clerk 

has already forwarded if he wishes to make a complaint directly. RESOLVED that the 

PC take no further action. 

  

22/23-121 Community Warden (AGE UK) – Funding ending, consider options going forward 

The funding for the Community Warden will end in December 2022, the Parish 

Council need to decide whether to continue to provide funding for the service. 

Currently the service is shared between Fenstanton, Fen Drayton and Lolworth. 

Currently Fenstanton have 4 people using the service, but it is estimated that over 

the 3 villages numbers will increase to 8-12 users. There is a current shortfall of 

£10,657.00 and Fenstanton PC have been asked to cover £7,000. The PC felt that this 

was a significant portion of the precept to use for the benefit of only 4 people. Cllrs 

asked Cllr A Mustill to find out how the service benefits those currently using it and 

how it would impact them if the service were removed. Cllr R McGee proposed that 

the Parish Council provide funding of £2,000 for the service, Cllr P Kent 2nd, all Cllrs 

were in favour. RESOLVED to provide £2,000 towards the costs to fund the facility.  

   

  19.58 – County Councillor D. Dew left the meeting 

 

22/23-122 Play Park – updates to repairs and surfaces and inspections of play areas  

Repairs to the surface of the play areas is due to commence on the 17th of November, 

Weather permitting. 

Cllrs discussed the inspection of our Play Areas and whether the PC are carrying out 

inspections correctly. The Clerk will discuss the criteria with the PC insurance 

company to ensure the PC are acting appropriately. Cllr P Kent proposed that the 

Parish Council formalise the inspection process, Cllr R McGee 2nd, All Cllrs were in 

favour. RESOLVED that the Clerk will gather the information to formalise the 

process and bring to the General Purposes meeting. 

 

22/23-123 Warm Spaces - update  

Cllr R McGee advise everything is now agreed with the Church Centre, the centre will 

be open Mon/Tues/Weds 9am -4pm. Cost £8.00 per hour. There have been over 20 

Volunteers, all have done the online training. Cllr A Puntambekar has applied for 

£500.00 funding through his shop in the Village. It is hoped that there will be some 

funding available from HDC but waiting to hear. The PC liability insurance will cover 

as the PC are organising. The Warm Space will open on Monday 5th December for 16 

weeks. Cllr R McGee proposed that the PC supports and contributes financially up to 

a maximum of £3,500, Cllr P Kent 2nd, All Cllrs were in favour. The PC will look to re-

coup cost through funding where possible. The Clerk will look at whether a ‘Go fund 

me’ page is allowed. The Parish Council thanks Cllr R McGee for his work in bringing 

this together. RESOLVED to provide a Warm Space opening 5th December. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

22/23-124 Community Hero Award 

The Clerk received nominations for two people for the Community Hero Award. 

Neville Nightingale for his commitment to keeping our Village litter free and Marie 

Newns for all the hard work she does for the Friendship club. The vote for the 

Winner was very close and went to Neville Nightingale. Neville will be invited to the 

next meeting to receive his award and the Clerk will contact both Neville and Marie 

to thank them on behalf of the Parish Council. RESOLVED that Neville Nightingale is 

the Winner of the Community Hero Award 2022. 

 

22/23-125 Consultant Flood Report – update from Cllr Ferrier 

Cllr N Ferrier was not present. Cllr P Kent advised that Cllr Ferrier has received a first 

draft of the report but there are areas that require further work, so this has been 

gone back to the Consultant for further information. 

 

22/23-126 Watercourse Maintenance Grant – update from Cllr S King 

Cllr S King has not had an opportunity to work on this, he and the Clerk endeavour to 

meet to discuss and bring to the next meeting in December. 

 

22/23-127 Annual CCC Highways on drain clearance schedule for Fenstanton- update from 

County Councillor Doug Dew 

 Covered in the County Councillors earlier report. Cllr P Kent will follow up with 

County Cllr D Dew as the PC do not believe that this was actioned last year as Cllr 

Dew reported earlier. 

 

22/23-128 Discuss and decide on quotation for Village sign cleaning and Clocktower area 

 The Parish Council have received a quotation of between £1200 and £1500 to clean 

all signs within the Parish, this includes all highway signs and road signs. A quotation 

of £240.00 was recieved to clean the Clocktower area of weeds and clean the paving 

around the Clocktower and Pond. Cllr P Kent proposed that the Parish Council 

approve a maximum of £1500 for all signs to be clean twice yearly, and £240.00 for 

the Clocktower area to be cleaned twice yearly, Cllr S King 2nd, all Cllrs were in 

favour. RESOLVED to clean signs and Clocktower area.  

  

22/23-129 Parish Grants - Funding recommendations from Finance and Constitution 

committee 

 The Finance and Constitution committee recommended approval of grants:- 

 Friendship Club £300.00 

 Sports Day Committee £810.00 

 Community Café £500.00 

 Bowls Club £1000.00 

 Cllr R McGee proposed that the Parish Council approves the grants, Cllr P Kent 2nd, 

All Cllrs were in favour. RESOLVED to approve all grants as listed above. 



 

 

 

 

 

22/23-130 Discuss Budget - recommendation from the Finance and Constitution committee 

The Clerk advised that due to the resignation of the RFO and the finance information 

not being brought up to date, that she requires time to gather the information to 

bring a budget together and hopes to have this available for a meeting on the 15th of 

December. 

 

22/23-131 Discuss precept - recommendation from the Finance and Constitution committee 

The Finance and Constitution committee recommends that the Precept be increase 

by 20% to £160,800, this is inline with other Parishes of a similar size and will allow 

the Parish Council to continue to make improvements to our Village.  

 

In accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that 

as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted at agenda item 132 it is advisable in the public interest that 

the Public and Press be temporarily excluded from this meeting whilst this item is 

discussed.  

 

22/23-132 Approve Clerk salary increase as recommended by the Finance and Constitution 

committee and discuss further increase if taking on the role of RFO 

 The Finance and Constitution recommends that the Clerks salary be increased by 2 

points due to the exceptional support and work she provides the Parish Council, and 

this is back dated to April 2022. Cllr T Yates proposed that the Parish Council 

approve the salary increase and for this to be back dated, Cllr S King 2nd, all Cllrs 

were in favour. RESOLVED to increase Clerk’s salary and back date to April 2022. 

 Cllr P Kent also advised the Parish Council that if the Clerk was able to produce a 

Budget for the December meeting and is happy to take on the role of RFO then a 

further increase to the next salary pay scale should be approved.  

 

22/23-133 Discuss whether to hold a meeting in December or put a scheme of delegation in 

place 

 Due to the Budget not being prepared for discussion, it was agreed that a meeting 

should be held on 15th December instead of the 8th of December, this will allow the 

Clerk more time to prepare. I was also agreed to put a scheme of delegation in place 

for any decisions needed during this time, Cllr R McGee proposed that the Chair, 

Vice Chair and Clerk to authorise any matters that require urgent attention, Cllr T 

Yates 2nd, all Cllrs were in favour. RESOLVED to hold a meeting on the 15th of 

December and have a scheme of delegation in place. 

 

22/23-134 Discuss options for Councillor surgeries to be held at the office  

 Cllr S King proposed that Councillor surgeries are trialled, starting in January every 

other Saturday with two Councillors present from 10am-12pm, Cllr M Hewitt 2nd, All 

Cllrs were in favour. RESOLVED to trial Saturday morning surgeries. 



 

 

 

 

22/23-135 Committee Updates:- Planning, General Purposes , Finance and Constitution & 

Burial - Information Only – no discussion or decisions can be made 

 Cllr R McGee updated on General Purposes matters.  

 

22/23-136 Renewal membership SLCC  

 Cllr P Kent proposed to renew SLCC membership, Cllr T Yates 2nd, All Cllrs were in 

favour. RESOLVED to renew membership. 

 

22/23-137 Bank Balance and Account update - Clerk  

 Cllr P Kent proposed that £10,000 from the Precept account is moved to the 

Treasurer account to cover payments, Cllr S King 2nd, All Cllrs were in favour. 

RESOLVED to move £10,000  

 

22/23-138 Approve Payment Schedule - See spreadsheet 

The Clerk advised the Parish Council on an amendment to the E-ON bill. Cllr P Kent 

proposed that all payments are approved, Cllr T Yates 2nd, All Cllrs were in favour. 

RESOLVED to make all payments. 

 

22/23-139 Agenda Items for Next Meeting  

Any business, to be considered at Parish Council meeting must be delivered to the 

Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting 

None 

 

    

      Meeting closed 21.14   

 

 

 

 Chairman Signature (Paul Kent) …………………………………………………………………………………. 


